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Situated on the borders of Shropshire and Cheshire in an area of
considerable natural beauty, the village of Adderley has a long
history. It was a Saxon manor before the Domesday Book, belonging
to one Eldred or Eldredelei from whom comes the name Adderley.
After the Norman Conquest the manor formed part of the immense
area given to Earl Roger of Montgomery by William the Conqueror.
In the Middle Ages Adderley grew into a large market town - larger
and more important than Market Drayton at that period - mainly
because it was on the main road for conveying salt from Nantwich
to the Midlands. There has almost certainly been a church on this
site for more than a thousand years but of the pre -Conquest and
mediaeval church we know little.

There are three distinct parts of the church, built at different times:
the Kilmorey (or Shavington) pew built in 1635-37; the tower
erected in 1712, replacing a former structure which had become
unsafe: and the main part of the church (chancel, nave and south
transept) built in 1801. In 1956 the church was adapted to meet the
needs of a very small parish with a population of about 300. A
partition has been placed on the west side of the transepts and the
nave remains as the church in use while all east of the partition is in
the care of the Redundant Churches Fund.




ey

s pio7 9y} pue paar) oy, ‘A[ruey 18q10D 9y} 0} ApIs [}nos ay} uo
‘Arrurey AeJowr[ry] 8y} 0} S[EIIOWAU AIB BPIS YLIOU 34} UQ ‘3101010879
0] paidaau09 pue paurejal A[Sursea[d usaq sAEY sduwef [10 p[o

Y[, 'SUWN[0d usapoom [eards uo auo}s jo ST IB}[E Y} ‘S[IBI UOIUNUIWIOD
adA} ueaqooe[ aie aIay) {T0YT WOIJ S3JBP YIOMPOOM 3T} JO yonN

*0061T O Pa}lTWIpE-a1 sem }1 Ing preAyoinyd ay} uf [eIpuns e jo

ase(q 9y} PauLIo} Juo] 8y} s1edk Aueul 104 ‘(,0an3drIos yiim pejeinies
OLI90 9}BQI[aD BWIOS, JO YIOM 3} 9q }snul I 1By} Ajanos paaIasqo
103181 AInjuad Y161 ) '19y1a801 08 uorjdwepay pue [[B] Y3 1eU}

s1 JySnoy} a8yl aqAew y3noy} juoj e 10§ uor)draosur asued}s B swass 1]

(aydde ayy ajim s1y yiim shoflus uew }saiy 8y} Apayomm aiaH)
Jouwod a8n[uod wnd Jnjmniy owoy snurad afew o1,

- punoul suna ‘I9}ef
peppe ‘uonjdLIosul Uy "Pajelodap ale sapis Y], ‘PasIawWl aq pInoo
jueyur Apanis e YoTym ur uiseq adae| A1oa e SeY }] ‘Lanyuad g1 9yl

JO 9[ppIuWl 8y} W0} d3ep 0} pasalfaq 8t }] ‘reyded xoo1q e jo adeys ay}
ur pue 9991d 8UO JO ‘UBULION ST ] '}S0I0)UT S](BISPISUOD JO ST JUO} 8Y],

‘1081 ur pue[dug ur paj[eanun aarysdoayg jo Axysnpur uodr ay} pue
Aeme sa[iw gz A[uo 88priquod] jo sadeuIny 18018 9y} YIIM A1junod
oy} Jo yred SIY} U SINOOO JNq BIBYMIS[3 [BNSTIUN ST YOIYM SINIES]

® - uodr 1880 Ul A1soer} a[£1s 91Yl0D) AABY SMODPUIM 3Y], "ISI[IED sieak
paapuny B J[Ing SeM YITYM I9M0} 9} JO 3U0IS 3] [[aM Suryolewr
‘YOLIq YIIM pPau]| ‘du0}s Jo aIe S[eM Y], ‘a[A}s uBI81095) paulopeun
ay} jo ajdurexa Surseard e - Aare pue JysI| ‘uterd s1 yoanyo oYL,

's3uT1}

§SBIQ AUIJ PUB YOO[ SAISSEUW B SBY J[8S}I 100p 8, ‘sayoaod noyrm
aae aarysdoayg ur sayoanyd I3ylo oM} AuQ ‘om} pey yainyo snoraaad
a1 y8noyye yoaod ou st 818y} A[snorand ‘T08T Ul 3[ing ‘goany?

ﬂ;o mﬂw .«O 9ABU mﬁﬁ ur st I0]1SIA Oﬂa uooﬁ QHSOm 9yl szo.ﬂr mﬁﬁmuﬁm




Prayer, now displayed above the entrance door, and the Ten
Commandments now over the vestry entrance, were originally
behind the altar in the chancel.

The tower well represents the period when it was built - 1712-13. It
is sturdy, solid and severe in the Classical style with few decorative
details. The west window which Dean Cranage calls ‘a very peculiar
thing' does not somehow seem to fit the wall opening, though it is of
the same date as the tower.

In the 18th century there were already three bells and they bore
respectively these inscriptions:

1. SIR JOHN CORBETT. BARANET. 1671. THO MOLLINOR
WILL GRENEWOLLER CW T(bell)C

2. Sancta Maria Virgo Intercede Pro Toto Mundo.

3. I sweetly toling men do call to taste on meate that feeds the
soole. 1604 WB IB RF RH HO

No 1 is by Thomas Clibury of Wellington and no 2 by an unknown
founder ¢ 1400. No 3 by Henry Oldfield of Nottingham was recast in
1914 by James Barwell of Birmingham.

This Georgian church did not please some later Victorians of the
Gothic revival school. An article in the British Archaeological
Journal of 1894 speaks sarcastically of the ‘improvement’ of 1801 by
which there has been ‘substituted in true Georgian fashion, a fabric
square and smooth without and within whitewash and glare.’
Another traveller, Fletcher Moss, writes in 1910, ‘the church is of the
horrible classical style, a “restoration” done when the Low Church
was triumphant.’

Passing through the door in the partition, the visitor comes to the
old nave and transepts, the part of the church vested in the
Redundant Churches Fund in 1977. In the north transept is the
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head is missing and there is no inscription. There is a panelled 18th : E
century pulpit. In the south wall of the chancel is a recess for an ‘
organ though never used as such.

From the top of the tower can be seen little but cows feeding on the ] !
rich pasture land of Shropshire. The world has passed Adderley by;
the clash of Kilmorey and Corbet is remote; neither of their family
houses is still standing; no descendants live in Adderley. But in the
churchyard is the 18th century mounting block which speaks of
other days and outside the church gates stands the broken shaft of
the old market cross which was smashed at the Reformation - a
reminder that the church and the village have ancient roots; and still
the people of the neighbourhood come, as they have for centuries, to
lay before God their joys and sorrows, to pray for their needs and to
offer their thanks. :

Michael Charlesworth




The Needham

brass




\i

February 1988

Photographs opposite and on the back
cover by the Royal Commission on the
Historical Monuments of England
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Overleaf: the Kilmorey pew in 1975

The Kilmorey arms







